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December 24* 1963 


Mrs# Million Cohen 
ftE2 *er< lido St.* 

New .'rlesna* L«. 

Beer *rs« ~ohen* 

Fleas© excuse the delay in, writing you. Whenever I ea o*ey on a trip 
en enoneous scctumilotlon awaits me at borne end there ore soria no to o 1 must typo 
before they floe my mind end attention. 

dk 'J 

I delayed writing hoping to ba able to include a transcript of our 
interview with Philip Qersci III. However* the spaniel attention given the tope 
recorder whan it ana intercepted with iay luggage requires that it again get 
factory service. It boa not be n returned* bonce we have not be able to transcribe 
the tapes. 


The day after we spoks* to Philip I returned boa©. Ho ond vh**t he e*id 
were on ay mind, sc* in order not to forget whet I regarded on the salient things* 

I wrote out a memo on the plena. I b»ve read it* for sane of th* thing* ho seid 
hove fce^n on my mind, and this is what leads we to write you at this time. In 
general* I think ha and his mother sera hruxaat. There are soma things on which 
h« could perhaps h*ve said more. There ia one point on which I b*>ll*vo Mrs. Gorsci 
wee being © bit cautious. Because she Iso c* nceraed mother* somewhat overly 
prbteotuvw* perhaps, this may be understandable. Because *• know you or e concerned 
with his and the family’s interest* 1 tall you that my recollection is irbarp on 
this# She *ud the father identified ••Mario" ea Mario Bermudas. They sold they hod 
never seen him* but they also ceid thet •’the children” had identified him by n^iae. 
Whether or not they included their a on with ••the children^ I ounnot be euro of 
without replsyias the tape* but there is no doubt they did include Diene Turner 
sad ItauX Neves. Because they did complain to both the high school end t In Junior 
hi<£h school in the ares* there may bo on effioial record. More* Haul volunteered 
to ac that Kario hod had PMlip* end when ^loa* learned I had spoken to the father 
end the mother* she asked me* "Did they tell you about ^rio?". There resudne the 
ha nee that the children were in error. However* with the close relationship between 
Benmidea and Shew* I think 1 ne*d not o-xpheeizy the potential si^ifiesnaa cf this, 
^leo, while *"hillp sold Merio had merely told him of having a purple cor. Kahl 
volunteered much more shout this* describing th& car* giving the make# ond sjtplain- 
ing how it *w* used *s bait with *hilip* e rather ceswoa device among homosexuals 

making advances to young boys. 


You recognized the importance of 1< bilip f s having been t*ken from 
Garri son* a Jurisdiction and questioned by the Jefferson ?erlah Sheriff^ office 
the night of Jerrie** death* ea ho put it. It actually w*s the n«xt morning* from 
his o^n account. Let me explain tbda a bit further. As I suspected* this mz^not 
done at the behest of or ia th f ~ interest of ^‘errl son’s offico. capita whet Philip . 
sad his mother were told* no copy of the ropert or the later tased interview «ore 
given Garrison’s office. fh^y wore entirely unavoro of this until 1 chocked ^ith 
^ cuts Ivon end Andrew ociaisbra. 
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If wo J hi lip at hie word, he had but 0 single homosexual experience 

*i» 11 fo, and thet was not with Fsrrie* This any not bo ecourote, but is there 
ony reason to bejleve he hod eny kind of en involvement with Ferrie? On thofcboaiB 
r. : what we know, there la not# Ferrie get Into difficulties when sex charges were 
pressed against him well before A hlllp wea connected with the ^ivil Air Patrol 
Cadets* There was no apparent rseson for 3uy Jefferson Pariah Interest In Ferrie 
his death not having occured In th«t Jurisdiction, end there was no reason to * 
connect ^tiilip^ith Ferrie or his death* Pen ycu Imagine what would hare happened 
to th*» eberiff a 6'fflco had they given every member of the cadets the time ««id 

attention thaygavs Philip* *heir Interest, then, was exceptional and not for 
the reasons given* » 

Kemoraber, he told us that they questioned him about "lone, and the mother, 
»a 1 recall, confirm* his statement they stipulated their interest in her was 
be^ura she was pert of o "sex ring"* x ou moy recoil I got him to repeat this 
several times* *ou hove to know "lone to know how utterly unlikely this la. I 
doubt you cen with difficulty find a leas effeminate girl* Ihe has a brilliant 
oind, but she has none of the attributes for this interest. However, i*one h®e 
told me a fantastic atory of her end * bmp's other Involvement a. Including with 
Oswald* Phile 1 sennet substantiate it, and Philip has denied it, end chile she la 
without doubt 0 pathological liar l and one of remarkable proficiency) , on enormous 
amount of whet ehe told me does check out, particularly on Brlnguier. Him has told 
me ah# and the others hod CIA connection* I do not eradlt It, but ©he has given me 
documentary proof of this employment. I tell you she is capeble of having forged It. 
however, s copy of this ass neat to Garrison's office, eho soys by another, itTleh 
I doubt* Although they are entirely without confidence in her, they do know this. 

She is quite capable of surfacing in soft* manner in the defence in the Shew trials, 
or In thoppepors, *hich mho would dearly love, particularly now, When she is in 

and serious difficulties* Hor attorney represent* a number of those involved* 
ge la t-iitcn kroner ♦ She eleo told me whet I do not believe (yet 1 do h*vw partial 
^nd unbiased confirmation), th*t Ferrie g*v? her flying lessons* ahe had much 
accurate information about him* I do not know the source* 

3o we have rtiilip, token out of Gterrison 1 * Jurisdiction, by an office 
that had neither interest nor reason for it, And questioned, from hie account, 
about irrelevant things? That does not make sense* I am not casting doubt on him 
or the mother* I am persuaded this did happen* I am suggesting those who dii this 
questioning hod interests other thru they specified* Dloae was not port of nay 
sex ring end there is no reason to presume Philip hud any connection with gerrle* 

And this Immediately upon Ferrie 1 s death, end Garrison soya Ferris and Shaw were 
co-cimapi raters? Now ^txilip g*ve ua but a single name, that of the deputy who bed 
conducted the investigation *hen he ran *wey* Nothin cede up in this investigation, 
thh^repert ski of which 1 euosed you, to werrenj hl3 intoroat in r hilip when Ferrie 
diod* *nd the men aecnmpuaylng hip, from wh^t Philip said, eoulu well havo been 
one who was Oswald f e age, sea in Ferris's Cap i2ni t, was a member of the flew Orleans 
vice aquel, on: g*ve entirely inadequate testimony belbrc the barren Oomml salon. 

Thot he did thi» in Jefferson Parish, in company with the Jefferson deputy, alleging 
filsily this wea for Garrison, does excite interest* 

I think in everyone* s interest, when I em there again, *?hich will be 
before the Shaw trial starts, we or 1 ohould apeak to r hlllp agein* *t mirht t» 
better to do this without his mother being present, because he any be embarrassed 
by acme of it end because he nicy bo unwilling to lot her know that he mry hsvo 
lied to her in the psst* If you or she went her to bo present, that is okay with me. 

If you do not sant to be present or fool yc»u cannot take the time, you have my 
assurance 1 will not in any way abuse him or take cdvsntwga of him* I think you 
know from what you observed I am alao tryiaw to carve his interest* hoover. 
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»ith the passing of tine. I olso that thlc ehouli b* don* ss soon «3 

poeniblo, before there i» any poi-eibllity of hie being publicly iavolwd in 
anything* 1 just ceanot believe he wee subjected to euah an unusual cueetloning. 
later repeated on tape, threatened, with hie parents involved, for no reason at 
ell. There ie every reeson to believe It had some connection with Garrison's 
investigation. Without doubt, Dione knows about it, for she made e number of 
elliptical references to it to me. 

t 
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lease do not misunderstand t htt foregoing. v;hen I said if you could 
not participate, I f d speak to *hilip alone, I was aot augmenting you abcent 
yourself., I would much prefer that you or your husbond participate. fchen I 
e^id I’d prefer tfcet the mother aot b<; with *hillp, I did aot mean her recollection 
should not W recorded. 1 think it should be. But in the interests of learning 
the truth, I think they should bo spoken to separately. She hoe © v#ry natural 
ioslre to protect her eeiu She may not kno* ths boat way to c o it. With tie 
Warren ^orar^iesion, her’s not tt*’ boat way, 

if we esa do this, X think it is still possible to avoid enb public 
Garrison interefet in Philip. He wants only *hilip f a knowledge, not his emborrasa- 
aent. further, in ths event the other side makes any moves, we will be in the 
best possible position if we ere not taken by surprise end know the truth in 
advance. Aside from what, se sn experienced lawyer, you might be able to anti- 
cipate, 1 on courage you to consider whet *lone is capable of, for whatever motive, 
ond to regard the Geraci evaluation of Haul os accurate, ^e might have some kind 
of involvement ond he is, I think, capable of uains Philip if he sees the chance 
cr If it seems deelreabl* to him. 

*“y plsna are net yet fixed, for the date of the actual beginning of 
the Shaw trial is aot yet firm. *y beat gneea ia that about the middle of ths 
month 1 will return to ew ''risen*. 1 will keep you posted. Meanwhile, &r». 

Geraci did premise to do two things that should be done.ferhepn, with this new 
devslopmant, aha should not now ask for the return of what the Jefferson Sheriff’s 
Office has, for this might clgnsl to them. That can bo done after we laern whet 
they *sero really interested in. Eewaver, aha should got in touch with her dentist 
and establish the date on which she drove the? boys to near Bringuier’o. 

Philip promised t n make notes of anything that occurred to him os a 
consequence of my oueat losing. I would appreciate it if you sould remind hln of 
this ond its potential importance to him and ask him to include ell thing that may 
not seem particularly relevant to him on the ground they aay h«vs meaning to me. 

It you recoil that for whatever motive, no mutter bo* patriotic he thought it may 
hove been, he was ccnrected with real fascists end with two men jrbo did have a kind 
of connection arith the murder of the President end a threat to do It, what may 
seam irrelevant to him may be quite significant. Both of these men had federal 
connections, one as an intelligence man, the other ea at least an informant. Aak 
him also, pleaae, to include anything he knows ©bout ‘'lone and Iteul, whatever, if 
anything, Bringuior might hove told him, ana anything be may know or hove heard 
of any of the principals In the current case or tho?<s connected with him. 1 b eve 
the srio picture, which 1 had forgotten #t home, end will 3how It to him. Aside 
fro.** ths mustache, his description does fit. They h*ve a paper in their Sario f s 
ho nd writing. We rhould also b’sv* thst any anything cl3e they have in any wny 
connected vrith this. In writing at this length. It is not ay intention to burden 
you. x do, however, *ant to inform you 03 emp lately on I cm. Th:nks for your help. 

Sincerely, 




